
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Debbie Mann       

Department: Foreign Languages and Literature    Phone Number: (618) 650-2314 

E-mail Address: jmann@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1432 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Anywhere with computer and internet access 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The outcome of the project will be a conference paper to be proposed for presentation at the Illinois Council on the 

Teaching of Foreign Languages conference in October 2017. The presentation will focus on Etienne Cabet, 19th-

century French social reformer and Charles Chiniquy, 19th-century Québécois priest and social activist, both of 

whom have ties to Illinois. The research activity will deal with Chiniquy and will involve the creation of a working 

bibliography of works on and by Chiniquy and the reading and analysis of some of these sources. I have already 

begun similar work on Cabet, so the URCA Assistant will have a model to follow in his/her research on Chiniquy. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The URCA Assistant will be responsible for the following:  

    1. Bibliographic research to establish a list of works written by Chiniquy and to compile a list  

    of sources upon which to draw for research on Chiniquy 

    2. Taking notes, from selected sources, under the direction of the URCA mentor, to establish  

    the historical and social context in Québec which provide the background for Chiniquy`s  

    early work in Canada. 

    3 . Taking notes from selected sources, under the direction of the URCA mentor, to  

    explore Chiniquy's work in Illinois and the social issues in which he was involved. 

    4. If time permits, begin a comparison of Cabet (based on material provided by the URCA  

    mentor) and Chiniquy in terms of their social vision and their impact on Illinois 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The outcome goals for the student are 

    1. to learn how scholarly work is begun by creating a working bibliography and selecting sources which seem best 

suited to development of the topic under consideration 



    2. to gain experience conducting research which will lead to a product (paper) for which the URCA assistant will 

be listed as co-author. The student's work will provide the raw material from which I will draw conclusions about 

the impact of Cabet and Chiniquy in Illinois  

    3. to discover facts about Quebec history, culture and society in the 19th century  

    4. to learn about connections between Québec and the midwest (especially Illinois) in the 19th century 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Students should have reading proficiency in French at the intermediate level. 

 

 


